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Mrs. Alexander, the wife of the late Superintendent of Police in Durban, who
protected him with her umbrella from the missiles thrown by the excited
crowd. Referring to passive resistance, he claimed that it was a weapon of
the purest type. It was not the weapon of the weak. It needed, in his opi-
nion, far greater courage to be a passive resister than a physical resister. It was
the courage of a Jesus, a Daniel, a Cranmer, a Larimer and a Ridley who
could go calmly to suffering and death, and the courage of a Tolstoy who dared
to defy the Czars of Russia, that stood out as the greatest Mr. Gandhi said he
knew the Mayor had received some telegrams stating that the Indians' Relief
Bill was not satisfactory.1 It would be a singular thing if in this world they
would be able to get anything that satisfied everybody, but, in the condition
of things in South Africa at the present time, he was certain they could not have
had a better measure.
I do not claim the credit for it. It is rather due to the
women and children and young people like Nagappen, Narayan-
samy, and Valliamah who have died for the cause and to those
who quickened the conscience of South Africa. Our thanks are
due also to the Union Government. I shall never forget that
General Botha showed the greatest statesmanship when he said his
Government would stand or fall by this measure. I followed the
whole of that historic debate—historic to me, historic to my country-
men, and possibly historic to South Africa and the world.
Proceeding, Mr. Gandhi said that it was well known to them how the
Government had done justice, and how the Opposition had come to their assis-
tance, They had also received handsome help from both the Imperial and
Indian Governments, backed by that genenwis Viceroy, Lord Hardinge. (Cheers.)
The manner in which India, led by their great and distinguished countryman,
Mr. Gokhale, had responded to the cry which came from the hearts of thou-
sands of their countrymen in South Africa was one of the results of the pas-
sive resistance movement, and left, he hoped, no bitter traces or bitter memo-
ries. (Applause.)
This assurance I wish to give. I go away with no ill-will against
a single European. I have received many hard knocks in my life,
but here I admit that I have received those most precious gifts
from Europeans—love and sympathy. (Cheers.)
This settlement, he said, had been achieved after an eight years' struggle,
The Indians in Soudi Africa had never aspired to any political ambition, and
as regards the social question, that could never arise in connection with the
1 Tkt Jtatel Mm&y version here has: **Mr. Gandhi defended passive res*-
tance whkh he described as the cleanest weapon they could use."

